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Welcome to the Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron (CFS&PS)! This squadron covers the greater Wilmington, 
North Carolina area in the southeast part of the state. This Member’s handbook serves as an introduction 
to the value of United States Power Squadrons® membership. The real value of membership in the United 
States Power Squadron®, and more particular in the Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron is joining other 
boaters for cruises, other activities, and furthering your boating knowledge in the classroom. 

 

 
 
I do solemnly pledge to: 
 
Abide by the bylaws of the United States Power Squadrons®; promote high standards of 
navigation and seamanship; maintain my boat and operate it legally; render assistance 
whenever possible; and conduct myself in a manner that will add prestige, honor and 
respect to the United States Power Squadrons. 
 
A new Member joining the CFS&PS will receive his/her certificate of membership and take the United States 
Power Squadrons® Pledge, usually with fellow Members at a regularly scheduled membership meeting. 
Typically, the new Member will also receive a name tag and a lapel pin soon after joining. Name tags can 
be ordered from the Squadron Treasurer through the Membership Chair or a Sponsor for those who wish 
to attend meetings with other CFS&PS Members. Replacement name tags may also be ordered from the 
Squadron Treasurer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P/C Bill Payne, AP (deceased) served as our Commander in 2004 and served as our newsletter editor. He 
is mostly responsible, along with a United States Power Squadrons® template and many other Members, 
for crafting this Handbook. 
 
 
 

P/C William “Bill” Payne, AP 
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1. United States Power Squadrons® History  
 

The United States Power Squadrons® is a nationwide boating fraternity dedicated to high standards of 
seamanship and an appreciation of yachting traditions. Before 1900, most recreational boats were sail-
powered; everything relating to recreational boating was geared to sailing. There were a few steam-
powered boats, but they required large crews. Shortly after the turn of the century, gasoline powered 
craft became available and many boaters bought them, so power boating became a popular activity. 
 
Since skills and education were directed to sailing at that time, power boaters found themselves within 
a skill and knowledge gap. In 1912, Roger Upton decided to fill that gap by forming an unofficial Power 
Boat Division of the Boston Yacht Club. A year later, that division became "The Power Squadron." 
 
The Power Squadron received considerable media attention, and interest began to spread. During 1913, 
over 70 power-boat clubs and owners' associations met at the New York Yacht Club. At the second 
meeting of this group, the United States Power Squadrons® was officially formed. On 6 April 1917, 
Charles F. Chapman sent a letter to the Navy Department, offering the services of the United States 
Power Squadrons® instructional program to train men for the Naval Coastal Defense. Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, formally accepted the offer. Over 5,000 students 
attended these classes and entered the military. As a result of their United States Power Squadrons® 
training, many earned commissions in the U.S. Navy. During both World War I and World War II, the 
United States Power Squadrons® supported the war efforts by training many naval navigators. 
Organized in 1914, the United States Power Squadrons® is a nonprofit, educational organization 
dedicated to making boating safer and more enjoyable by teaching classes in seamanship, navigation 
and related subjects. Our members are boating families who contribute to their communities by 
promoting safe boating through education. We enjoy participating with our fellow members on the water 
and in the classroom. United States Power Squadrons® has nearly 40,000 members organized into 
over350 squadrons across the country and in some U.S. territories. United States Power Squadrons® 
is America's largest non-profit boating organization and has been honored by three U.S. presidents for 
its civic contributions. 

 
2. The United States Power Squadrons® Ensign 

 
Desiring some unique identification, this new group designed the ensign including a fouled anchor, 
encircled by 13 stars on a red field with 13 vertical blue and white stripes, as shown below: 
 
 

 
 
 

To protect the United States Power Squadrons® Ensign, Roger Upton applied for and received a United 
States design patent, Number 48,803, issued in April 1914, which expired in 1928. To permanently 
protect the flag, however, trademark and copyright registrations were obtained, both of which have 
been maintained since. The United States Power Squadrons® ensign is flown as a signal to others that 
the boat is commanded by an active Member of United States Power Squadrons® in good standing. The 
preferred location for flying the United States Power Squadrons® ensign is the starboard yardarm or 
spreader, underway or at anchor, or made fast to shore, on motor and sailing craft. It may be flown from 
the stern staff in place of the U.S. or yacht ensign, but this is usually done only on smaller boats that 
lack a mast. On sailboats underway, it may be flown from the aftermost peak or leech in place of other 
ensigns. 
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3. The Origin of Our Squadron 

Cape Fear Power Squadron, chartered in 1951 as the Cape Fear Power Squadron, is the oldest squadron 
in District 27. District 27 is comprised of 20 Squadrons in North Carolina and is part of the United States 
Power Squadrons®. The start of United States Power Squadrons® activities in North Carolina goes back 
to 1949 when the first Piloting class (our current public boating course) was formed through the efforts 
of the late J. Paddison (Pat) Pretlow in Wilmington, NC. 
 
District 27’s flag is represented below: 
 

 
 
A program of instruction in boating skills and safe boating was thought needed with the deactivation 
of the Coast Guard Auxiliary unit in Wilmington. Pretlow, a veteran of WW II, in which he served as 
skipper of a USA Air Corps PT boat, learned of the United States Power Squadrons® program and 
obtained course material and instruction advice for holding the first free course offered to the public 
by the United States Power Squadrons®. Aiding in the promotion for this class was Past Commander 
(P/C) Paul R. Jennewein, Advanced Pilot (AP) who skippered a boating column in the Sunday StarNews 
on a weekly basis. Mr. Jennewein became the Cape Fear Power Squadron Commander in our 
Squadron’s fifth year. Paul was active in the Squadron serving as the Corn Flakes newsletter editor and 
assisting in public awareness of boating safety and education in his StarNews column. (Note: The Corn 
Flakes name was changed to the Cape Fear Foghorn in 2000.) The first public boating class, held at 
Wilmington College, attracted 19 people who attended first out of curiosity but later stayed on to 
complete the course and take the examination. The examination was conducted under the supervision 
of the Charleston Power Squadron. 
 
A petition was submitted early in 1950 by the Charleston Power Squadron, with the charter issued to 
the Cape Fear Power Squadron in June of 1950. By the end of the next year, the Cape Fear Power 
Squadron had grown to 34 Members, under the leadership of P/C B. A. Waldenmaier, Senior Navigator 
(SN). 
 
In 1957, the Cape Fear Power Squadron began to expand as new United States Power Squadrons® 

organizations started being considered in the state. Prompting expansion was the discussion on 
revision of the National Motor Boat Act of 1940 and state numbering acts. The Cape Fear Power 
Squadron was asked to supervise establishment of a free public class in boating safety in two places. 
These classes led to the formation of the New River Power Squadron (Jacksonville, NC) and the Myrtle 
Beach Power Squadron. Helping in the formation of the Myrtle Beach unit was the Charleston Power 
Squadron, which sponsored its charter. 
 
Cape Fear Power Squadron continues the fine tradition today with leadership from District 27. The Cape 
Fear Power Squadron was selected Squadron of the Year in District 27 in 1971, 1976, 2002, 2003, 2006, 
2009, and 2012. Cape Fear has always assisted in the committee and leadership positions for District 
27 management. In the 2003 and in the 2012 Squadron Year, the Cape Fear Power Squadron co-hosted 
with the Fort Macon Sail & Power Squadron the District 27 Rendezvous in Wilmington. The District 27 
Rendezvous was held during the inaugural Wilmington Nautical Festival event and had in attendance 
the entire United States Power Squadrons® National Bridge to escort the USCGC Eagle up the Cape 
Fear River into Downtown Wilmington. 
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In 2008, the name of the Squadron was changed from Cape Fear Power Squadron to Cape Fear Sail & 
Power Squadron (CFS&PS) by a vote of the membership. You are a part of a group with rich nautical 
history, based in public education and civic service. The CFS&PS and United States Power Squadrons® 

bylaws are very important. Reference can be made on our websites in chapter 6 of this Handbook. 
 

How Cape Fear Power Squadron Started – by P/C Paul R. Jennewein, AP (Advanced 
Pilot) 

“Back in 1948, when I got a job at the StarNews Newspapers, the staff of the 
Wilmington Morning Star had the job of producing the Sunday StarNews. Each staff 
Member was required to produce a feature story to fatten that copy of the paper. I 
found it easiest to produce a column on a boating subject. It proved popular. But that 
fall, after writing about the snow birds, the boats going down the Intra-Coastal 
Waterway (ICW), I found it extremely difficult to gain information in winter and later, 
early spring. 

In 1949, I considered some boating organizations which might help develop boating 
information.  The Wilmington Outboard Club was the first try. It flourished, but 
information on this sort of boating got a bit boring. The first column was called 
Yachtlines. A yacht, after all, is a pleasure boat. Then, having grown up in Larchmont, 
NY, which was a substantial yachting center, I recalled that the United States Power 
Squadrons® provided boating education usually in the fall and winter. The national 
head of the organization lived in Larchmont. 

I wrote to the United States Power Squadrons® headquarters, which was then in New 
Jersey, about the possibility of forming a group in Wilmington that would provide 
boating instruction. The United States Power Squadrons® said it had just formed an 
organization in Charleston, SC, and that group might help. W.L. Muckenfuss was a 
key Member.  It wasn’t until 1950 that enough interest was generated on forming an 
instructional group in Wilmington. The first classes were held at Wilmington College. 
The Charleston Power Squadron helped, but I couldn’t join the class because I worked 
at night. But the boating column promoted the class. The Squadron was chartered in 
June of 1951. 

I studied at home and flunked the final exam. The examining board let me take the 
exam over after about a week’s study. I passed. It was winter or close to it so that I 
couldn’t be considered a charter Member. Nor could I be considered the Squadron’s 
first commander. I didn’t really want the job. But my arm got twisted. 

The late Bernhardt A. Waldenmaier, who earned a Navigation grade (N) after his 
transfer to Miami, was the first. He had the AP rating while in Cape Fear Squadron. He 
had been the engineer who laid out the New Hanover County airport. The nominating 
committee decided about that time that commanders would have to have the AP rating 
before becoming commanders. I became the fifth commander. We helped New River 
Power Squadron in Jacksonville become chartered. Obtaining their membership from 
the Marine Base which transferred its membership about every three years made New 
River difficult to grow. We also received credit for Raleigh Power Squadron. We 
helped with the formation later of Shallotte River Power Squadron.” 

 
P/C Paul R. Jennewin, AP (deceased) served as our 5th Commander and served as 
Corn Flakes editor until 1999. 
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4. The Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron 50th Anniversary Burgee 
 

All Squadrons in United States Power Squadrons® have heraldry for their burgee that is a story behind 
the design that helps to commemorate at least a portion of the history of the founding of the Squadron. 
When the Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron was formed, many of its founders reportedly had been 
members of the former Frying Pan Shoals Boating Club, and that fact is reflected in the design of our 
burgee. Following is the heraldry for the Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron burgee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The white field superimposed with the black frying pan represents the treacherous waters of Frying 
Pan Shoals, which are near the mouth of the Cape Fear River in the Atlantic Ocean just downstream 
from Wilmington, North Carolina. The adjacent blue field symbolizes the deep, safe water surrounding 
Frying Pan Shoals. The white stripes represent the white caps breaking over Frying Pan Shoals and the 
nine red strips commemorate the color of the now retired Frying Pan Shoals Lightship. The gold border 
recognizes the 50th anniversary of the Squadron in 2001. The Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron Burgee 
can be purchased from the Squadron Ship’s Store. It is flown from the bow staff of mastless and single-
masted motorboats, at the foremost masthead of vessels with two or more masts, and the main 
masthead of ketches and yawls. The burgee may be flown while underway and at anchor. 

 

5. Types of Membership 
 

There are several different types of membership, each one designed to meet a specific need: 
 

• Individual Member - provides full active membership privileges and responsibilities, which include 
voting, holding elective or appointed office, serving on and/or chairing a committee, earning a merit 
mark, attending and participating in meetings and social activities, taking educational courses, 
paying dues, receiving a copy of the monthly National magazine - Ensign, receiving a copy of the 
monthly Squadron newsletter – “The Foghorn” and flying the United States Power Squadrons® 
Ensign and Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron burgee. Minimum age: 18. 

• Family Member - available to members of the family of an individual member. This includes the 
spouse of an individual member and all persons related by blood, legal adoption or marriage, who 
reside with or are dependents of an individual member. Family members are active and may attend 
and participate at all General Meetings of the squadron. Family members can take educational 
courses and attend social functions, but they cannot fly the United States Power Squadrons® 
Ensign or the Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron burgee. No minimum age. 

• Associate - A Member may be an active Member of only one Squadron; however, the Member may 
be an Associate Member of another Squadron. An associate Member is put on our mailing list but 
is not permitted to vote or hold office in the CFS&PS. There is a $10.00 fee payable for Associate 
Members. 

• Apprentice/Sea Scout - The apprentice program is designed for interested persons between the 
ages of 12 and 23. An apprentice accepted by a Squadron is issued an appropriate certificate in 
accordance with United States Power Squadrons® Bylaws. This certificate does not confer any title 
or grade, nor permit the wearing of any insignia, nor the display of any insignia on a vessel, nor the 
display of the United States Power Squadrons® ensign. An apprentice can take courses, attend 
meetings but cannot vote, and receives THE ENSIGN. 
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6. Communications with Members 
 

Communication with Members is accomplished by meetings, the Squadron Newsletter Cape Fear 
Foghorn, District 27 Carolina Bitts, email, websites, and THE ENSIGN. 

 

• Monthly Membership Meetings 
General Membership meetings are typically conducted on the 4th Monday of each month. Date, 
time, and location are announced in the Cape Fear Foghorn. Some dinner meetings may be 
scheduled for the monthly meetings. The annual meeting in December and the Change of Watch 
meeting are two different types of dinner meetings that may be held. The Chairperson of 
meetings may from time to time schedule other dinner meetings at the pleasure of the executive 
committee. All Members are invited to attend all membership meetings, whether they participate 
in the dining or not. Unless there is other time-consuming Squadron business, general 
membership meetings will have a program of general interest to the membership scheduled by 
the meetings program chair. 

• Squadron Newsletter - Cape Fear Foghorn 
The official CFS&PS publication has meeting announcements and general information on the 
past and planned activities of the Squadron. The Cape Fear Foghorn is published monthly 
except for a combined July/August issue. 

• District 27 Newsletter - Carolina Bitts 
The Carolina Bitts is the publication of the District 27 of United States Power Squadrons®. 
Published four times each year, the Carolina Bitts is currently available on the District 27 
website. 

• Email 
CFS&PS Members who have access to email and have provided a personal address, rather than 
a business address to the Secretary, will receive updates and reminders of meetings and other 
Squadron activities from the Squadron Secretary. 

• Squadron, District, and United States Power Squadrons® websites: 
Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron website http://www.capefearpowersquadron.org/ 
District 27 website www.uspsd27.org 
United States Power Squadrons® website http://www.usps.org contains information about 
educational courses, National Committees, upcoming National Meetings and much more. The 
address is http://www.usps.org/member. You will need your certificate number to log into the 
“Members Only” page. 

• CFS&PS Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Cape-Fear-Sail-Power-Squadron-293732083978780/ 

• THE ENSIGN 
All United States Power Squadrons® Members receive a copy of the official United States Power 
Squadrons® publication THE ENSIGN. 

 

7. Membership Action and Involvement 
 

The real value of membership in the United States Power Squadrons®, and more particular in the 
CFS&PS, is the involvement in activities, events, and education that you plan to take advantage of and 
participate. Find your level of interest for commitment to personal involvement and let the organization 
meet your needs, be it cruising partners, additional education, social activities, or civic involvement 
surrounding boating education and safety. The Membership Involvement Committee (MIC) or your 
Sponsor will assist in answering any questions that you have to achieve the most of your association 
with the CFS&PS. Your involvement, as well as your ideas, suggestions and participation will be what 
make the Squadron work for you. The primary goal of the United States Power Squadrons® is to make 
boating safer and more fun. When was the last time you went out and looked for something to do? 
We're all so busy now with just the business of living that it's hard to juggle our schedules and find 
time to do the things we should do, much less the things we want to do. We don't go looking for work—
we make it come and find us. Even so, there are a lot of things that need to be done to keep the Squadron 
fun, interesting, and worthwhile. That can only happen if each of us is willing to do just a little bit to 
help. T.E.A.M. stands for Together Everyone Accomplishes More. No one can—or should—do it all, but 
if everyone does just a little, the job will get done, no one will be burned out, and everyone will have 
fun. 

  

http://www.capefearpowersquadron.org/
file:///C:/Users/stacym/My%20CFSPS/Membership/www.uspsd27.org
http://www.usps.org/
http://www.usps.org/member
https://www.facebook.com/Cape-Fear-Sail-Power-Squadron-293732083978780/
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The MIC helps distribute the tasks that need to be done among our Members. This Committee is like a 
"help wanted" agency. Its goal is to ask each of us to contribute at least a little time and effort to 
something that's worthwhile to all of us. When you get a call, we hope you'll be ready to respond and 
pitch in. We sincerely hope you won't wait to be called. When you hear about something that interests 
you or think of a new project that could promote boating safety, don't hesitate, pitch in and help. We 
guarantee no one will object when you do. 
 

8. Member Benefits 

 
There are special benefits you receive for being a member of United States Power Squadrons®. 
Fraternal, Education, and Civic Service - we have it all! An overview listing of all our benefits and 
discounts with links to description pages can be found on our website, or the national site with the 
entire national benefits from prescription drugs to Office Depot to automobile to boat insurance. Our 
many National, District, and squadron benefits are a plus. They are constantly changing so please 
check their websites. The following is just a sample of the benefits: 
 

• United States Power Squadrons® Boat Insurance Program 
One of the benefits of membership in United States Power Squadrons® is access to the exclusive 
United States Power Squadrons® boat insurance program. This program operates on the premise 
that United States Power Squadrons® Members are “preferred risk” boaters. The program, designed 
by Insurance Company, offers broad coverage at very competitive rates. The program is open to 
boats of almost any type, size, construction, and age, including antiques. Premiums consider such 
things as educational achievement in United States Power Squadrons® courses, boating 
experience, and claims history. Additional premium discounts are available as a Member 
successfully completes Seamanship, Piloting, Advanced Piloting and Engine Maintenance. 

• Boat/US Affiliation Discount 
United States Power Squadrons® Members who are Members of Boat/US pay discounted rates. 
When you get your Boat/US dues notice, just place the Group Account Number (GA80847P) on the 
return card, plus the fees for extra services you choose. http://www.boatus.com/Towing/ 

• The CFS&PS Ship’s Store  
Queensboro Sportswear has been specializing in logo apparel since 1982. They’re experts on 
business casual and other work wear. They can place the CFS&PS, United States Power Squadrons® 
logos and/or your vessel’s name on their merchandise.  
http://capefearsquadron.qbstores.com/ 

• Equipment Discounts 
Please check United States Power Squadrons® web page for current list. 
http://www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefits.htm 

• Sea/Tow Affiliation Discounts 
The local operator of Sea/Tow has advised that Members of the CFS&PS are eligible for a discount 
when either renewing or joining their organization. Be sure to request this when applying. You 
must contact the local Sea/Tow office to receive this discount. 
http://wrightsvillebeach.seatow.com/team-and-boats 

• Lighthouse Marine Supply Discount 
Lighthouse Marine Supply, Dutch Square, Wilmington, offers parts to CFS&PS Members at 
wholesale prices – just show your membership card. http://www.lighthousemarinetrailer.com/ 

• Waterfront and Harbor Point Marina, Myrtle Grove Sound, offers discounts on slip lease rates. 

• Cape Fear Sportswear 
Cape Fear Sportswear offers 50% discounts on shirts and bay jackets 
http://www.capefearsportswear.com 

  

http://www.boatus.com/Towing/
http://capefearsquadron.qbstores.com/
http://www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefits.htm
http://wrightsvillebeach.seatow.com/team-and-boats
http://www.lighthousemarinetrailer.com/
http://www.capefearsportswear.com/
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9. Squadron Education Program 

 
The Squadron Educational Officer (SEO) is responsible for all courses and programs. Thus, the 
Educational Department is large and involves several our Members. The SEO has an Assistant 
Squadron Educational Officer (ASEO) who helps guide this department's work. See 
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/public_ed.htm 

 

a. Public Course offerings 
Public courses and programs include the America’s Boating Course® (ABC) and the Advanced 
Courses, and Seminars. The boat and water safety course topics include: 

• Introduction to Boating (ABC): Types of power boats; sailboats; outboards; paddle boats; 
houseboats; different uses of boats; various power boating engines; jet drives; and, family 
boating basics 

• Boating Law: Boat registration; boating regulation; hull identification number; required boat 
safety equipment; operating safely and reporting accidents; protecting the marine 
environment; Federal boat law; state boating laws; and, personal watercraft requirements 

• Boat Safety Equipment: Personal flotation devices (life jackets); fire extinguishers; sound-
producing devices; visual-distress signals; dock lines and rope; first aid kit; anchors and 
anchor lines; and, other boating safety equipment 

• Safe Boating: Bow riding; alcohol and drug abuse; entering, loading, and trimming a boat; 
fueling portable and permanent tanks; steering with a tiller and a wheel; docking, undocking 
and mooring; knots; filing a float plan; checking equipment, fuel, weather and tides; using 
charts; choosing and using an anchor; safe PWC handling; and, general water safety 

• Navigation: The U.S. Aids to Navigation system; types of buoys and beacons; navigation 
rules (sometimes referred to as right-of-way rules); avoiding collisions; sound signals; and, 
PWC "tunnel vision” 

• Boating Problems: Hypothermia; boating accidents and rescues; man-overboard recovery; 
capsizing; running aground; river hazards; strainers: emergency radio calls; engine 
problems; equipment failures; carbon monoxide; and, other boating and PWC problems 

• Trailering, Storing and Protecting Your Boat: Types of trailers; trailer brakes, lights, hitches, 
tires, and bearings; loading, balancing, and towing (and backing) a trailer; boat launching 
and retrieving; boat storage and theft protection; and, launching, retrieving and storing a 
PWC 

• Hunting, fishing, water skiing and river boating: These are all free of charge to everyone, 
with the only cost being for the texts, materials, and any fees charged for classroom use 

 

b. Advanced Grades 

A major element of safe boating is knowing your responsibilities as well as knowing how to move 
your boat from one place to another, whether across the marina or around the world. Many people 
think that anyone can get into a boat and pilot it with no special training. Perhaps they can. But they 
won't be safe—nor will anyone else on the water at the same time they are. 

Our Advanced Grades courses present a series of information that is important for you to know to 
be safe and to get where you're going with the least trouble. We recommend that you take them in 
the following order, but you may take them as they become available, if the instructor approves. 
The instructor will ensure that you have enough background to absorb the material without delaying 
the progress of other students in the class.  

 
Our Advanced Grades Courses are: 

• Boat Handling 

• Piloting  

• Advanced Piloting  

• Offshore Navigation  

• Navigation  
  

http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/public_ed.htm
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• Boat Handling (S) is our boat-handling course. It covers your responsibilities as a skipper. You will 
learn the basics of anchoring, line handling, rules of the road, and marlinspike seamanship, i.e., 
some basic knots, bends, and hitches - more than those taught in our public courses. Your 
accomplishment in completing Boat Handling is recognized by all of us, with our sincerest 
congratulations, by awarding you the right to attach the suffix S after your name. In addition, if you 
have a uniform, and/or if you have a blazer (you don't have to have either one of these), you may 
display the yellow award on a dark blue background shown here on its breast pocket: 

 

 

• Your primary course in navigating your boat within sight of land, Piloting (P) will show you how to 
get from where you are to where you want to go, safely and directly. You will learn how to plot your 
course and position on a chart, the various types of charts available, the different types of aids to 
navigation, and how to use a compass effectively. Upon successful completion of this course, you 
may display the award shown here on the breast pocket and wear a P after your name. 

 

• After completing Boat Handling and Piloting, you'll want to take Advanced Piloting (AP) to complete 
your near-shore cruising education. You will learn sophisticated methods of finding and plotting 
your position. You'll also learn how to avoid dangerous water conditions, figure out if there'll be 
enough water to enter your marina, too much water to get under the bridge, or if the current is too 
strong for your boat to get through the pass quickly. You'll also learn how to determine your 
compass deviation and to prepare a deviation table for your boat. If you have the background and 
skills to do the work, you may study and complete Advanced Piloting before you take Seamanship 
and/or Piloting. However, if you do, you will not have earned the AP grade designator until all three 
of those courses are successfully completed.  

 
Upon completion of all three, you will have earned that privilege and may use the emblem below on 
your breast pocket. 

 

 

• Members who complete Boat Handling, Piloting, Advanced Piloting and any three Elective Courses 
have earned the Educational Proficiency Award. Your breast-pocket grade designator may be 
underscored, as shown here, to display your award. 
 

 

• When you've completed your near-shore cruising education, it will be time to learn how the more 
adventurous seamen travel the high seas. Offshore Navigation (JN) is the course that will tell you 
everything you've wanted to know about electronic navigation. It will also introduce you to celestial 
navigation, finding your way using only the stars and planets, or what to do when the batteries die. 
Once again, if you're able, you may take JN before completing the earlier courses, but your grade 
designator will not be JN until Boat Handling, Piloting, and Advanced Piloting have all been 
completed. When you complete these four courses, you will have earned the right to change your 
name's suffix to JN and display this breast pocket emblem.  

 

 

 



Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron: Handbook for Members 2019 
 

13 

 

• And now, the full dose of celestial navigation! In Navigation (N) you will learn nearly everything 
there is to know about finding your way using only a sextant and celestial bodies. In fact, you'll 
even learn how to find where you are in emergency, lost-at-sea situations when you don't even have 
a sextant. When you take Navigation, you will learn not only how to use celestial navigation, but its 
theory, and why it works. When you've completed all of Boat Handling, Piloting, Advanced Piloting, 
Junior Navigation, and Navigation, once more you are entitled to change the suffix used with your 
name to N and display the breast pocket emblem shown here. 
 

 

• When you complete all the Advanced Grades and Elective Courses, you will have earned the 
Educational Achievement Award and have acquired a classroom-level nautical education equal to 
that from any military or service academy. Is there more to learn? You bet! Where do you go to learn 
it? Out on the water: Put what you've learned to use and go out and practice it. In the meantime, 
however, you have earned the privilege of showing the symbol SN as a suffix to your name and 
displaying the emblem shown below on your breast pocket. 

 

 
Advanced Grades courses may be taken in any order you wish, but as described above, your grade 
designator will always depend upon which courses you have completed. Although you can self-study 
any of these courses, and challenge any course's examination to obtain permanent credit, we 
encourage you to take them with other student Members. Students always bring their own experiences 
to the classes and share them, so you will learn things not found in the texts. You will also develop 
lifelong friendships with your fellow students due to the love for boating we all share. 
 
There really are two important reasons we use these grade-designator suffixes. First, they help us to 
inspire our friends and fellow-members to "be all they can be," and to absorb as much education as 
they can. Second, when you go out in public with your grade-designator emblem on your breast pocket, 
non-Members often ask you what it means.  

 
Tell them and tell them what United States Power Squadrons® does for the public and how we do it. We 
want everyone to be the safest boater possible. Safe Boating Through Education! These grade-
designators may be purchased at http://www.commodoreuniform.com/ 

 

c. Elective Courses 
 

Elective Courses may be taken at any time, and in any order, you choose. 
These courses are: 

 
• Engine Maintenance - covers the operating principles and basic care and maintenance of 

outboard and inboard engines, including diesels. 

• Marine Electrical Systems (MES) - covers the practice of wiring your boat, including boat 
electrical wiring practices and diagrams, direct and alternating current power, galvanic and 
stray current corrosion, and lightning protection. 

• Marine Communications Systems (MCS) – covers radio history and spectrum definitions are 
presented along with definitions of radio circuits. Also, Global Maritime Distress and Safety 
System (GMDSS) and another to FCC Rules and regulations are covered. High Seas radio 
(MF/HF and satellite communications) and other systems such as Family Radio Service 
transceivers are covered. 

• Marine Electircal Systems (MNS) - covers all aspects of electronic navigation using GMDSS 
as the foundation for modern marine communications. Topics include GPS, the Automatic 
Identification System (AIS), RADAR, depth sounder and related instruments, electronic 
charting systems, and a working understanding of the electronic bus structures needed to 
tie these devices together. 

  

http://www.commodoreuniform.com/
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• Cruise Planning - covers topics of interest for someone planning a cruise - whether for just 
a weekend or for a year - including preparation and planning, anchoring, security, 
chartering, and cruising outside the U.S. 

• Weather - covers weather systems, patterns and forecasting. 

• Sail - covers everything from the basic elements of how a sailboat works to sail trim, rig 
tuning, and sailboat racing. 

• Instructor Development - teaches effective communication skills for not only United States 
Power Squadrons® instructors but everyone, covering various methods of presenting 
information to others, effective use of audiovisual aids (including PowerPoint), etc. 

 

Seminars http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm 
• Advanced Powerboat Handling 

• Anchoring 

• Basic Coastal Navigation  

• Basic Weather and Forecasting 

• Boat Handling under Power 

• Boating on Rivers, Locks and Lakes  

• Emergencies on Board 

• Fuel and Boating 

• How to Use a Chart 

• Hurricanes and Boats 

• Knots, Bends and Hitches 

• Man Overboard 

• Marine RADAR 

• Mariner's Compass 

• Mastering the Rules of the Road 

• Paddle Smart 

• Partner in Command 

• Practical On the Water Training 

• Sail Trim and Rig Tuning 

• Tides and Currents 

• Trailering Your Boat 

• Using GPS 

• Using VHF & VHF/Digital Selective Calling (DSC) Marine Radio 
 

d. Guides http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/usps_ed.html 
• Basic Plotting Guide 

• Boat Insurance 

• Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) and Marine Radio 

• How to Fly Flags 

• Knots, Bends and Hitches for Mariners 

• Knot Tying: The Basic Knots 

• Marine Amateur Radio 

• Mariner's Compass Guide 

• Navigational Astronomy 

• Plotting and Labeling Standards 

• Predicted Log Guide 

• Sailing, Introduction 

• Sight Reduction Methods 

• United States Power Squadrons® Nautical Glossary 

• Water Sports 
  

http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/usps_ed.html
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e. Boat Operator’s Certification Program 
 
With the Boat Operator's Certification Program, United States Power Squadrons® will certify United 
States Power Squadrons® members at various levels of recreational boating proficiency. We expect 
that these certifications will be recognized across the boating community, both domestically and 
internationally. In the United States, the United States Coast Guard (USCG) has asked Congress to 
authorize the Transportation Secretary to establish requirements for standards of proficiency for 
recreational boaters. We intend to have United States Power Squadrons® certification accepted as 
the above proof and be accepted as the national certificate for the USA. Regarding international 
recognition, we plan to have United States Power Squadrons® certifications meet the requirements 
of UN Resolution 40, International Certificate for the Operation of Pleasure Craft with the additional 
knowledge and testing of the CEVNI (European code for inland waterways) navigation rules. 

 
United States Power Squadrons® currently plans four levels of Boat Operator Certification: 

1. Inland Navigator 
2. Coastal Navigator 
3. Advanced Coastal Navigator 
4. Offshore Navigator 

 

f. Educational Department Staff 
 
So, how do we accomplish all this education? Clearly, it takes a lot of work. Member volunteers 
plan, teach, and proctor our courses; build teaching aids; distribute information about our classes 
to Members so they know when and where to show up; and, encourage them to attend. 

 
Our Educational Department staff includes:  

• Chairpersons of the Local Boards for Boating, Elective Courses, and Advanced Grades 

• A Course Chairperson for each course 

• A Class Chairperson for each term of each course (this person is often the course 
chairperson) 

• Instructors for some or all the topics in each course (sometimes these people include the 
course class chairperson) 

• Proctors who aid instructors by helping the students; grading homework; arranging 
teaching aids and ensuring the aids are ready and operable; and, setting up and breaking 
down classrooms, etc. 

• Teaching Aids Chairperson who works with course instructional teams to think up and build 
aids to clarify information taught to students to help the students better understand the 
subject matter and quickly progress through the courses 

 
As you become more familiar with our Squadron, we hope that you'll not only agree to help when 
you're asked but will call and volunteer when you hear or read that someone needs help. Be there! 

 

10. Boating Activities 
 
Scheduled on-the-water boating activities are one area where the Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron 
really shines. Your Squadron schedules events for the cruising boater, the daytrip boater, and slower 
traveling vessels. Your Squadron also coordinates near and distant cruising destinations to allow 
Members to join us by land as well, so there are activities for non-boaters. The Boating Activities 
Schedule is on the CFS&PS website in the “Members Only” Section. The Operating Committee shall 
establish and amend from time to time guidelines for on-the-water boating activities undertaken by 
districts, squadrons and auxiliaries. Such guidelines shall be based on the insurance coverage 
obtained by United States Power Squadrons® from time to time and upon reasonable risk management 
principles. 
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• Chair, Boating Activities 
On-the-water activities and events fall under the Squadron Administrative Officer, with a 
Boating Activity Chairperson proposing a schedule to membership and seeking feedback. The 
Boating Activities chair finalizes the schedule and communicates through the Cape Fear 
Foghorn, membership meeting announcements, website, cruise planning meetings and email. 

• Cruise Captains 
Each boating activity or cruise has a Cruise Captain who coordinates pre-trip-planning, 
reservations, pre-cruise scouting, posting of notices in Cape Fear Foghorn and communication 
to participants. This is a fun and responsible position which allows the Cruise Captain to assist 
fellow cruisers in having a relaxed and well-planned cruising experience. Cruise Captains may 
volunteer by notifying the Boating Activities Chairperson. 

• Raft-ups 
Raft-ups are daytime on-water activities where Squadron Members meet with their boats in a 
protected, but open, body of water large enough to safely accommodate several vessels. 
Members anchor their vessels in such a manner that the swim platforms (or transoms) are 
aligned to allow easy maneuvering between vessels. Members usually bring lunch, snacks, 
beverages and friends during raft-ups. The Boating Activities Chairperson will schedule several 
Raft-ups during the boating season. The Rafting Guidelines are in the “Members Only” section 
of our website.  

• The Shakedown Cruise - Generally in early spring, often a weekend overnighter with lunch and/or 
dinner and docktails where Members can join us by land 

• Blessing of the Fleet - Often in April or May at Wrightsville Beach followed by a Member raft-up 

• Golf Tournament and Cruise - Includes a golf tournament with a cruise 

• Predicted Log Contest - Usually held in conjunction with a Member participation on-the-water 
activity. The winner of the previous year’s Predicted Log Contest oversees the event in planning 
and scheduling 

• Extended Cruise(s) - Usually the Summer Cruise represents the premier cruising event lasting 7-9 
days depending on the destination and pleasure of the cruisers. The CFS&PS has held more than 
one extended cruise annually when interest warrants 

• Fall Cruises - Because of the cool nights and sunny days fall cruises are greatly anticipated. All 
cruises stay overnight at marinas that have restaurants and motels nearby, so don’t let the size of 
your boat keep you from joining the fun 

 

11. CFS&PS Departments and Committees 
 

The following is a list of Departments and Committees: 
 
Administrative Department 

• Administrative Officer 

• Asst Administrative Officer & Meetings 

• Chair, Boating Activities 

• Chair, Membership 

• Assistant for Membership 

• Chair, Membership Involvement 

• Assistant for Membership Involvement 

• Port Captains 

• Chair, Operations Training 

• Chair, Leadership Development 

• Chair, Benefits 
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Executive Department 

• Executive Officer 

• Chair, Boat Shows 

• Chair, Co-op Charting 

• Assistant for Boat Shows 

• Liaison to USCG and Wildlife Commission 

• Chair, Vessel Safety Checks 

• Chair, Public Relations 

• Radio Technical 

• Safety Officer 

• Chair, Social Media 
 

Education Department 

• Educational Officer 

• Assistant Educational Officer 

• Local Board for Public Boating 

• Supplemental Programs 

• Boat Operator Certification 
 

Treasury Department 

• Treasurer 

• Assistant Treasurer 

• Property and Inventory Officer 

• Ship’s Store Officer 

• Supply Officer 
 
Secretary Department 

• Secretary 

• Assistant Secretary 

• Editor & Publisher of Cape Fear Foghorn 

• Editor of Facebook page 

• Roster - DB2000 administrator 

• Computer Systems 

• Webmaster 

• Historian 

• Photographer 

• C.B. Correspondence 
 

Committees 

• Nominating, Auditing, Rules, Planning, and Budget & Finance 

• Fleet Chaplain 

• Assistant Chaplain 

• Flag Lieutenant 

• Merit Marks 

• Sunshine 

• Corp Registered Agent 
 



Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron: Handbook for Members 2019 
 

18 

 

12. How to Get on a Committee or Get Involved 
 

Find a Committee which interests you and get involved. Speak to any Executive Committee Member 
listed on the lead page of each Cape Fear Foghorn issue, or your Sponsor if you are a New Member, for 
opportunities. The Organization Chart and Committees List illustrates how CFS&PS works. Committees 
have been, and will continue to be, established to accomplish our goals. Each Committee is responsible 
to a Bridge Officer or to the membership. 

 
Chairpersons and Members of Committees are volunteers who desire to contribute their time, energy 
and expertise to help the Squadron achieve its goals of education, civic service, and fellowship with 
boating-oriented people. 

 
We all have an area of interest or capability that can help the Squadron achieve those goals. There are 
opportunities for all. Some of the Committees are active at specific times of the year. For example, the 
Boating Activities Committee, which plans and organizes our cruises and rendezvous, is active mainly 
during boating season. Other committees are active all or part of the year. In education, we have been 
adopting a team-teaching approach to reduce everyone’s time contribution as well as bringing more 
experience to each class session.  

 
Teachers and Proctors are almost always needed. Long-time Members who are active often cite the 
following as their reasons for working to build and grow the Squadron: 

• A good way to meet other boaters 

• Learning through the experiences of fellow Members 

• Personal satisfaction in helping others 

• Give back to the community 

• Good and worthwhile goals to support 

• Teaching as the ultimate form of learning 
 

To become a Bridge or Executive Committee Member you may attend meetings and participate, chair a 
Committee and contribute to the success of the Squadron, or just express interest. 

 

13.  Merit Marks 

 
This is how you can earn a Merit Mark or recognition for your contributions to the Squadron. 

 

• Merit Marks are one of the tangible rewards for Squadron service 

• Member involvement in significant work for the Squadron starts with finding an area that 
interests you where you are already proficient or an area that you would like to increase your 
knowledge. 

• Merit Mark Milestones: 
5 Merit Marks (Senior Member Plaque) 
10 Merit marks 
20 Merit marks 
25 Merit marks (Life Member & no more dues are required) 
30 Merit marks 
40 Merit marks 

 
United States Power Squadrons® offers no monetary compensation to any Member – just the 
opportunity to perform voluntary service. The varied and valuable voluntary service does not go 
unrecognized or unrewarded. A United States Power Squadrons® Member who “performs substantial 
effort in furthering the interests, programs and objectives of United States Power Squadrons®, its 
Districts and Squadrons” may be awarded a merit mark by the National United States Power 
Squadrons® Chief Commander. Each year, recommendations are submitted which include a summary 
of services performed by Members. Merit Mark information can be submitted by individual Members or 
Committee Chairs via the Merit Mark Submission Form and forwarded to the Merit Mark Chair as 
designated by the CFS&PS Commander or directly to the Commander as appropriate.  
Work deemed appropriate for merit mark recognition can be submitted at any time during the year, but 
it must be submitted no later than 15 October of each year. 



Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron: Handbook for Members 2019 
 

19 

 

 
The Squadron Commander submits merits marks to be reviewed by an Area Merit Mark Monitor and 
then is forwarded to the United States Power Squadrons® Chief Commander for review and the awarding 
of the merit marks. Please note that this is one area that our Squadron Merit Mark Committee and 
Commander take significant care in timely submission and that the United States Power Squadrons® 

Chief Commander reviews every Merit Mark submission which is generally more than 20,000 each year! 
 

Only one Merit Mark will be awarded a Member in any given year, no matter how large the contribution. 
When a Member has received five merit marks, a designation of Senior Member is received along with 
the privilege to wear the Senior Member Insignia on the United States Power Squadrons® uniform. 

 
With the award of a Member’s 25th merit mark comes a status known as Life Membership, a plaque 
awarded by the Chief Commander, a permanent membership card printed in silver and exemption from 
United States Power Squadrons® dues. A Member who achieves 50 Merit Marks receives a special award 
from the Chief Commander and the status of United States Power Squadrons® Governing Board 
Member Emeritus. 

 

 
Squadron Past Commander’s Flag 

14. Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron Past Commanders 

1951-52 Bernhardt A Waldenmaier, N 
1953 R A Dunlea, Sr. S 
1954-55 Gordon H. Ellis, N 
1956 Jack H. Fussell, Jr, S 
1957 Paul R. Jennewein, AP 
1958 Robert C. Ritch, AP 
1959 Robert D. Dixon, AP 
1960 Albert R. McBeth, AP 
1961-61 William John Craig, AP 
1963 Robert D. Dixon, AP 
1964 Miles A. Abernathy, AP 
1965 R. Leon Crouch, JN 
1966-67 George M. Kerr, AP 
1968 Hubert H. Bordeaux, SN 
1969 Earl D. Cubbage, Jr., AP 
1970 George Jernigan, Jr., N 
1971 Wes J. Henry, Jr., JN 
1972 William B. Skelton, Jr., SN 
1973 Joseph M. James, AP 
1974 Elmer C. Torkelson, JN 
1975 Elbert H. Fernandes, P 
1976 Charles A. Wilkinson, AP 
1977 R. Terry Ronner, JN 
1978 William F. Wagner, JN 
1979 Melbern S. Smedley, AP 
1980 Hardy Wessell, AP 
1981 William R. Gibney, JN 
1982 G. Fletcher Rieman, JN 
1983 William G. Farris, AP 
1984 Charles E. Smith, AP 
1985 Claude W. Cooper AP 
1986 Robert T. Herbst, JN 

1987 John R. Jeffries, JN 
1988 James H. Cheatham, Jr., AP 
1989 Hamilton E. Hicks, Jr., AP 
1990 Gordon H. Ellis, SN 
1991 N. Victor Stewart, JN 
1992 George E. Moeri, AP 
1993 C. Jack Dunn, Jr., JN 
1994 J. Duane Angstadt, SN 
1995 Clifford B. Collins, JN 
1996 John A. Odell, SN 
1997 Oswald M. Sowers, SN 
1998 William F. Badgett, AP 
1999 Harold F. Beatty, AP 
2000 Kenneth P. Knuebel, AP 
2001 James R. Nelson, AP 
2002 Jerry H. Hall, AP 
2003 Juanita S. Neumeister, AP 
2004 William Payne, AP 
2005 Hubert H. Bordeaux, SN 
2006 Robert H. Link, AP 
2007 Francine Hall, AP 
2008 Mary Jo Worcester, S 
2009 Alan B. Smith, AP 
2010 Joan H. Payne, S 
2011 Roger G. Simmons, SN 
2012 Ronald I. Tilmon, SN-CN 
2013 Jonnie’ L.C. Chardonn, P 
2014 Benjamin A. Van Etten, AP 
2015 Richard K. Barnet, SN 
2016 Mark G. Stacy, AP 
2017 Abe Walston, II, P 
2018 Ron I. Tilmon, SN-CN 
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15. Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron Education Officers 

 
1952-53 J. Kelly Sellers, S 
1954-56 J. Paddison "Pat" Pretlow, S 
1957-61 Gordon H. Ellis, SN 
1961-62 Albert R. McBeth, AP 
1963-74 Gordon H. Ellis, SN 
1975-76 Harold H. Fletcher, N 
1977-81 Hubert H. Bordeaux, SN 
1982-84 William B. Skelton, Jr., SN 
1985-86 Charles L. Baker, N 
1987-90 Wes J. Henry, JN 
1991-92 David F. Wells, N 
1993-95 Hubert H. Bordeaux, SN 

1996-95 N. Victor Stewart, JN 
1997-98 Shirley M. Angstadt, SN 
1998-99 William R. Gibney, JN 
1999-01 R. Terry Ronner, JN 
2001-03 Hubert H. Bordeaux, SN 
2003-05 Al Nigro, AP 
2005-09 Samuel C. Franklin, SN 
2010-12 Peter G. Dahl, JN 
2013 John P. Kelly, JN 
2014-2016 Edward A. LoBalbo, SN 
2017-         Ned Rhodes, SN 

 

16. Official Publication – Cape Fear Foghorn 
 

The Cape Fear Foghorn is the official CFS&PS publication. Cape Fear Foghorn is published 11 times 
annually with a combined June/July issue. Cape Fear Foghorn accepts advertising from businesses in 
which Members may have an interest. Members may advertise at 50% off the current rate. The original 
name of the Squadron newsletter was Corn Flakes. (A committee of Members recommended the name 
change and presented a motion to change the name at a Membership Meeting. The motion passed by 
a majority vote.) The Corn Flakes name for the Squadron publication corresponded with the same 
initials for Cape Fear.  

 
P/C Gordon Ellis, N, from a family story related to boats, suggested the name. When Gordon decided 
to get a boat, his wife Louise realized that the family was going to have to economize. “I guess we’ll be 
eating corn flakes for breakfast from now on,” she said. When the topic of a Squadron publication came 
up, the Squadron was financially strapped, and if it had not been for a lot of volunteer resources, it 
would have been difficult to pay for its publication. (In those days, it cost more for paper and printing 
than for postage.) The name Corn Flakes fit the publication at that time. 

 
The Cape Fear Foghorn is currently emailed to all CFS&PS Members, Associate Members, advertisers 
and other interested associates. Members are invited to submit articles for publication in the Cape Fear 
Foghorn. Submit articles to the Squadron editor at the email address on the header page of the Cape 
Fear Foghorn. Cape Fear Foghorn is also available on the Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron Website. 

 

17. The Squadron Bridge 
 
CFS&PS is managed by the “Bridge,” officers elected by, and responsible to, the membership. The 
Bridge is assisted in its duties by an Executive Committee elected from our membership, and by 
Committee Chairpersons and Members who carry out programs, functions, and activities of the 
Squadron. The CFS&PS Bridge consists of the Commander, Executive Officer, Education Officer, 
Administrative Officer, Secretary, and Treasurer.  

 
Bridge officers are elected for a term of one year at the annual meeting in December and installed at 
the Change of Watch. 

 

18. The Executive Committee 
 

The Executive Committee consists of Bridge Officers (Commander, Executive Officer, Education 
Officer, Administrative Officer, Secretary, and Treasurer), the immediate Past Commander, three Active 
Members-at-Large (MAL) elected from the general membership, as provided for in the Squadron 
Bylaws.  

 
The Executive Committee meets on the first Monday of each month and has general charge of the 
policy, management, and finances of the Squadron. 
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Members of the Executive Committee are vested with and have legal custody of all the property of the 
Squadron. The Executive Committee appropriates such sums as may be deemed advisable, within the 
limits of the current resources of the Squadron, for the normal and usual operation of the Squadron, 
including Squadron, District, and United States Power Squadrons® functions. 

 
The Executive Committee: 

• Votes to approve membership applications recommended by the Membership Committee 

• Carries on the normal business of the Squadron between meetings of the membership 

• Establishes committees as may deem advisable in the best interests of the Squadron 

• With the advice of the Treasurer, designates depositories insured by an agency of the United 
States government in which the Squadron’s funds shall be kept, and approves new 
expenditures. Enforces the authority given to it under Squadron Bylaws and acts as necessary 
to advance the best interests of the Squadron consistent with the policy and authority of United 
States Power Squadrons® 

• Invites the Law Officer to its meetings when legal expertise is desirable. The Law Officer has 
the privilege of the floor at such meetings but is not entitled to vote 

 

19. Uniforms, Rank, and Grade 
 

At Squadron meetings, social events, and educational affairs, officers and Members may be seen in 
uniform. Members are not required to have or wear a uniform.  

 
To add uniformity and dignity at formal and official occasions, the United States Power Squadrons® has 
adopted a modified navy style uniform. Insignia on the uniform reflect the Member’s rank, educational 
achievements and merit marks (one for each year of active work contribution). Members may also wear 
the regulation blazer with a United States Power Squadrons® emblem. 
 
The rank for elective offices is shown on the Member’s blue uniform by gold tridents and by sleeve 
stripes of specified number and width or by shoulder insignia of tridents on summer whites.  

 
For example: 
 

• Commander’s insignia is four stripes with three gold tridents above them 

• Executive Officer, Education Officer, Administrative Officer, Secretary and Treasurer hold the 
rank of Lieutenant Commander (Lt/C) whose insignia is three stripes with two gold tridents 
above them 

• Elected Assistants: Assistant Education Officer (ASEO), Assistant Treasurer, Assistant 
Secretary, Assistant Administrative Officer serve with the rank of First Lieutenant (1/Lt). If their 
rank is noted on the Member’s blue uniform, it will be noted with one stripe and one red trident 
above it 

• Committee Chairman and officers appointed by the commander hold the rank of Lieutenant (Lt) 

• Past Commander (P/C) wears the designation of the previously held office but with silver 
tridents instead of gold 

• A District Officer’s rank varies in that it is preceded by a D/ as in D/C (District Commander), 
D/Lt/C (District Lieutenant Commander) or P/D/C (Past District Commander) 

 

20. Officers’ Flags 
 
One officer presides over all our Membership and Executive Committee meetings and performs all the 
other tasks normally accomplished by the president of any corporation or similar group. To provide a 
nautical sort of recognition and honor to the office of our chief executive, he or she holds the rank of 
Commander (Cdr) and receives a special flag to fly.  
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The flag includes three white tridents with short staffs on a blue field, as shown here. 
 

 
 

Each of the following officers receives a lot of help from the rest of the membership through the various 
committees to which they belong. Their areas of responsibility are generally described below. 

 
The Executive Officer (XO) is our "senior vice president." Second-in-Command, the XO performs the 
Commander's duties when the Commander is unavailable. This Member is responsible for the external 
functions of the Squadron, such as public relations, Vessel Safety Checks, cooperative charting, boat 
show booths, and legislation of interest to us as boaters, radio technical information, and safety issues. 

 
The Squadron Educational Officer (SEO) is responsible for the entire educational program of our 
Squadron. This officer supervises our busy educational program, both the courses offered to the public 
and those for our Members only. 

 
The Administrative Officer (AO) is responsible for all the internal functions of the Squadron, (as 
opposed to the XO's external functions). The AO's tasks include recruiting and retaining Members; 
keeping us involved in Squadron activities; arranging for membership meetings, programs, and 
entertainment; setting up boating activities; overseeing operation training and leadership development; 
port captains, and benefits. 
 
The Squadron Secretary, just as a secretary of any organization, records and keeps minutes of all our 
meetings and safeguards our legal documents. The Secretary also maintains the Squadron 
membership records (database), is responsible for publishing the Cape Fear Foghorn, the Facebook 
page, and the Member Roster. In addition, other responsibilities include sending informational mass 
emails to all Squadron Members and Associated Members. 
 
The Squadron Treasurer manages all the financial transactions of the Squadron. In addition to keeping 
the financial records, the Squadron Treasurer presides over the Ship’s Store officer and property 
officer. 

 
Each of the Executive, Educational, and Administrative officers, as well as the Secretary and Treasurer, 
is a Lieutenant Commander (Lt/C). The flag of a Lt/C has two short-staffed tridents on a red field, as 
shown here. 

 
 

The Bridge Officers are elected at our annual meeting, installed at our Change of Watch and serve until 
our next Change of Watch. Usually, the SEO and Treasurer serve for three consecutive one-year terms, 
but our other Bridge Officers usually serve for only one or two one-year terms. 
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Elected assistants: Assistant Education Officer (ASEO), Assistant Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and 
Assistant Administrative Officer serve with the rank of First Lieutenant (1/Lt). 

 

 
 
Lieutenant’s (Lt) fly the following flag. 
 

 
 

An officer flag is flown in place of the owner's private signal on all rigs of motor and sailing vessels 
except single-masted sailboats, when it is flown in place of the club burgee at the masthead. On smaller 
motor boats without a signal mast, a United States Power Squadrons® officer flag may be flown from a 
radio antenna, preferably to starboard, either singly or beneath the United States Power Squadrons® 

ensign. 

A Port Captain can fly the port captain flag. They are Members who stand ready to provide advice and 
knowledge of local waters and unmarked hazards to safe navigation to all Members. The objective is to 
provide information, reliable advice and comradeship. They can recommend mechanics, sail makers, 
and repair yards in the area as well as medical and dental facilities in his or her locale. Port Captains 
can also direct weary sailors and boaters to local restaurants and motels. It is inevitable that word of 
the program will circulate through the boating public. 
 

 
21. Flag Etiquette 

 
The United States Power Squadrons® ensign may replace the U.S. ensign and be flown from either the 
stern staff or the starboard spreader only when an active member of United States Power Squadrons® 

is in command of the boat – not just aboard. For flags flown from the stern, a good rule of thumb is one 
inch of fly for each foot of boat length. For flags flown from a spreader or yardman, the proper size is 
5/8 inch of fly for each foot of boat length. The United States Power Squadrons® ensign may be flown 
from 0800 to sunset only. The squadron burgee should be flown on the bow staff. Officer’s flags should 
be flown on the masthead or antenna. When flying multiple flags, no more than one flag of the same 
type or stature must be flown from the same antenna. Each flag must be senior the one below it, except 
that the officer-in-charge pennant may be placed above the officer flag when it is appropriate to do so. 
The Captain Cruise flag must be flown on top of all other flags so that members of the cruise can see it 
easily. 

  

http://www.usps.org/f_stuff/etiquett.html#o-p-signal#o-p-signal
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22. Squadron Roster 

 
A CFS&PS Roster is published periodically and is posted on the website. It contains the name, grade, 
address, spouse’s name, phone number, email address, and boat information of each Member.  
Also included is a listing of the current Officers and Committee Chairpersons. USE OF THE ROSTER 
FOR OTHER THAN SQUADRON BUSINESS OR PERSONAL USE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. No person 
shall take advantage of USPS membership status in order to achieve personal gain or remuneration. 
Members shall not advertise their commercial or personal information in communiques (e-mail or other 
media) related to Squadron activities or business; however, such prohibition shall not include the 
Foghorn media 

 
Member information is maintained in a file by the Squadron Secretary and is updated as changes in 
Member status are brought to the attention of the Secretary. Changes to educational grade are sent to 
the Secretary by United States Power Squadrons® National Headquarters after a course has been 
passed. Members should send changes in phone number, address, email, or vessel information to the 
Squadron Secretary. The Secretary’s file is used to prepare the roster and Member mailings. The annual 
dues notice, which is sent to each Member, contains an area for updating roster information. Changes 
noted will be entered into the Squadron’s files. 

 

23. Squadron Meetings 
 

There are two main types of Squadron meetings: General or Monthly Membership meetings and 
Executive Committee meetings. Various committee meetings will also be conducted on an as-needed 
basis. All meetings are open to membership except for the nominations committee meetings. Following 
are some of the types of meetings: 

 

• Monthly Membership meetings 
(Described in #6 previously) 

• Committee Meetings 
Committee meetings are held at the pleasure of the Committee Chair to discuss pending Squadron 
business and action relevant to the committee’s successful contribution to the Squadron.  

 
A list of major Squadron committees is presented on the Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron 
Organizational Chart. A committee and job list appear in the Membership Involvement section (Section 
11) of this Handbook. Members are encouraged to volunteer by service and involvement by choosing 
a committee of their interest. 

 

24. Social Meetings 
 

Many of our Squadron meetings have a social component along with the conducting of the current 
business of the Squadron as well. Some traditional regularly scheduled meetings include: The Annual 
Meeting in December and the Change of Watch. The main business of the Squadron for the Annual 
Meeting is the election of the new slate of officers for the coming new Squadron year. The Change of 
Watch is a meeting where the new officers for the coming year are installed by the District Commander. 
Many of the District Bridge Officers often attend the Squadron Change of Watch. 

 

25. Social Events 
 

Our Squadron has several planned social gatherings for more informally getting to know our new 
Members and allow Members a time for social interaction. Members are encouraged to bring the 
appropriate family Members, as well as guests. Some of the traditional social events that we have 
include: 

• Chili, Cornbread & Dessert Cook-off 

• The Past Commanders’ Shrimparoo, held midsummer and hosted by the Squadron Past 
Commanders 

• Halloween Costume Party, held in October 

• Pot Luck dinners, Wine Tastings, Fine dining 

• Book clubs  
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Our Dinner meetings are preceded by a Social period which serves as an opportunity to greet old 
friends and meet new ones. All social events are announced in Cape Fear Foghorn. 
 

26. District 27 Meetings 
 

District meetings are held in various regional locations within the geography of the District. 
Announcements of meetings are published in the Carolina Bitts on the District 27 website 
http://www.uspsd27.org 

 

• District Change of Watch 

• Spring Council meeting 

• District Rendezvous 

• Fall Council and Conference 
 

27. District 27 Rendezvous 
 
The District 27 Rendezvous is held during the summer and is hosted by one or more Squadrons in 
areas rotating throughout the District. Boating activities, cruising, socializing, youth poster contest 
judging, and Conch blowing contests are all features of a District 27 Rendezvous. 
 

28. CFS&PS Squadron Awards 
 
The following awards are typically awarded at the Squadron Change of Watch (COW): 

 

• Education Award 
The Squadron Education Award was established to be presented annually to the CFS&PS instructor 
who excelled in achieving Squadron Educational goals; provided inspiration, taught leadership, 
stimulated student interest in courses, and who exhibited an infectious spirit and intellectual 
enthusiasm. 

• Corinthian Award 
This award is presented to a new Member (less than 4 years in membership), who has a least one 
merit mark and completed at least two United States Power Squadrons® Courses. The new Member 
is a stellar contributor who exemplifies the qualities desirable of all United States Power 
Squadrons® Members. He/she is generous, responsive, and giving of time and energy in Squadron 
events. 

• Old Salt Award 
This award recognizes a Senior Member with eight or more merit marks who has demonstrated 
through long service, dedication to the Squadron, generally helping in the smooth functioning of 
the Squadron and the promotion of the ideals for which it stands. 

• Commander’s Award 
The Commander's Award was initiated by now deceased P/C Hardy Wessell, AP in 1980 and 
approved by the 1980 Bridge. It was originated to encourage non-bridge Members of the Squadron 
to “do just a little more for the good of the unit.” Bridge Officers were excluded because they were 
expected to work hard by accepting the office for which they were elected. This award singles out 
the Member who, while not an Officer, desires to be an integral part of who makes the organization 
move and “shake.” The award is a perpetual one, listing the name of the recipient and the 
commander’s name. 

• First Lady Commander’s Award 
The First Lady Commander's Award was initiated by P/C Juanita Neumeister, AP in 2003 and 
approved by the 2003 Bridge. It was originated in to recognize significant accomplishment by a 
Member or Members of the Squadron on committees, projects, or other efforts, who consistently 
and enthusiastically contributed their time and effort toward meeting our Squadron's goals. There 
are no restrictions as to whether the Member is on the Bridge, has a specific number of merit marks, 
takes a specific number of classes, or is a new Member. The recipient will be that Member who has 
shown an enthusiastic attitude working toward recruiting new Members, supporting Squadron 
activities, and working together with other Members accomplishing the objectives of the Squadron. 
Consideration may be given for effort performed in a previous year that has not yet been recognized. 
It recognizes a Member who consistently put what was best for the Squadron first. It recognizes 

http://www.uspsd27.org/
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participation in various activities, and that Member who is the steady and reliable "wind beneath 
the wings" of the other Members. The award is a perpetual one, listing the name or names of the 
recipient(s). The recipient keeps it for one year and returns it to P/C Neumeister, AP or the current 
Commander. 

• The X Factor Outstanding Services Award 
The X Factor Outstanding Service Award was established in 2008 by the Squadron Executive 
Committee in memory of P/C William (Bill) Payne, AP for consistent star quality performance on the 
most teams. The X Factor Award was suggested in April 2008 by P/C Juanita Neumeister, AP, upon 
the passing of P/C Bill Payne, AP, to recognize his unique contributions to the CFS&PS. Cdr Mary 
Jo Worcester, S, submitted the idea to the Executive Committee for electronic approval. It was 
presented by D/L/C Jerry Hall, JN, to Bill’s widow, P/C Joan Payne, S, at his memorial service. It is 
a perpetual plaque designed to be represented in the future as a reminder of Bill‘s selfless 
participation and contributions to the United States Power Squadrons®. The award should 
encourage Members to strive to be the optimistic team player that Bill epitomized. The X Factor 
Award is defined as consistent star quality performance on the most teams. At the time of his death, 
P/C Bill Payne, AP, was a Qualified Instructor, a qualified Vessel Safety Inspector, the Editor of the 
Cape Fear Foghorn, the Instructor Qualifications class instructor, a Member of the Membership 
Involvement Committee, a Member of the Cape Fear Foghorns Conch Band, and was updating this 
published Squadron Handbook for Members, and the Squadron Photo Album. He regularly made 
posters and signs for the basic boating classes and on the final class day, interviewed students 
and recruited new Members. He printed out VSC and Bridge Officers business cards, donating his 
time and materials. He was a regular assistant at boat shows and sign-up day for the boating 
classes, sometimes cooking hot dogs at Boater‘s World. He was an enthusiastic team player, never 
worrying about who got the credit. He was a great fund raiser and truly emphasized the United 
States Power Squadrons® motto - Boating is Fun - We ‘ll Show You How! 

• This award is a perpetual one, listing the name or names of the recipient(s). 

• The recipient(s) keeps it for one year or until it is presented again and returns it to the 
current Commander upon request for re-presentation. 

• The decision as to who receives the award resides with a selection committee consisting 
of the current Commander, Executive Officer, Squadron Education Officer, Local Board 
for Public Boating Chair, Administrative Officer, and Merit Mark Chairman. 

• Criteria for this award are somewhat broad. Examples are, but not limited to: Optimistic 
team player; consistent star quality performance on the most teams; taking or have taken 
courses; bringing in new Members; serving on committees; working enthusiastically with 
and encouraging participation of other Members while having fun! 

• The Outstanding Boater Award 
The Outstanding Boater Award is a prestigious award is presented to a Member who demonstrates 
outstanding boating skills, renders assistance to others on the water, used his boat to support a 
public activity, promoted high standards of navigation and seamanship while navigating a boat for 
a long distance or under challenges conditions, stepping-up to be a Cruise Captain when others 
did not, or by showing other that boating is fun by leading a major on the water event. 

• Bent Prop Award 
In 2003, the Bridge established an award to identify an individual who has had a “unique” on-the-
water experience(s), during the boating season. The goal of this award is to recognize, that while 
boating is a great recreational pastime, it also contains many challenges. The criteria for the award 
are subjective, but mainly stress three qualities: (1) the ability to meet challenges with confidence, 
fortitude, and money; (2) The ability to persevere despite adverse conditions or hostile 
environments caused by wind, wave, or crew; AND, (3) The ability to retain one’s sense of humor 
and calm demeanor throughout. This award is a revolving annual award. It is held for a year by the 
“winner” and then passed on to the next year’s recipient. The current “holder” of the award will 
select the next year’s new recipient and will present it at the Change of Watch, when the other 
squadron awards are presented. 

• Local P/C/C William Selden IV MIR Award 
CFS&PS proudly won the P/C/C William Selden IV Membership Involvement Retention Award (MIRA) 
in 2007 from United States Power Squadrons®. The award was presented to D27 at the Fall 
Governing Board Meeting in Norfolk, VA. D27 Cdr Mack Gordy, AP presented it to CFS&PS at its 
Fall Council in Hickory, NC later in September 2007. The Squadron presented it to its Membership 
Involvement Committee (MIC) Chairman P/C Juanita Neumeister, AP at its membership meeting in 
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late September 2007. The Executive Committee of CFS&PS unanimously decides to bestow the 
honor of the P/C/C William Selden IV Membership Involvement Retention Award, (MIRA) annually, 
at the Change of Watch and Awards Banquet.  
This allows annual recognition of the P/C/C William Selden IV family ‘s contribution in honor of their 
father, and recognition of a deserving Member of the CFS&PS, who significantly contributes to 
CFS&PS membership involvement-retention efforts each year. This award will be presented to the 
Member who best represented the ideals of membership involvement, through their support of the 
CFS&PS membership involvement key objectives, membership involvement and retention. This 
includes support for creative, varied and innovative programs within the Squadron which help 
support membership involvement and retention. This award is not limited to Members of the MIC 
Committee. Any Member who strongly supports the CFS&PS MIC objectives is eligible. A committee 
made up of the Commander, Administrative Officer, Membership Involvement Committee Chairman, 
Meetings Chairman, and Merit Mark Chairman will select the year ‘s winner from a list of worthy 
candidates. The Selden MIRA and plaque will be presented at the annual COW and Awards Banquet 
for CFS&PS. The recipient will hold the Selden award and plaque for the Squadron year from the 
COW it is awarded until the next COW. The Selden award and plaque, which are owned by the 
Squadron, will be returned to the Squadron for re-issue in the next year. Each year ‘s recipient name 
will be on the accompanying plaque. 

• Make a Difference Award 
The Make a Difference Award celebrates the significant contribution that a member has made to the 
betterment of the Squadron. It is the recognition of a member who has shown exceptional quality 
above and beyond what is expected and has demonstrated improvements in working practices that 
have or will benefit the Squadron. This member works in the background but does great work. There 
are no restrictions as to whether the recipient is a member of the Bridge, the ExCom, has a specific 
number of merit marks, or takes a specific number of classes, or is a new member. However, the 
recipient must be an active member of CFSPS & United States Power Squadrons®. This award was 
originally created by P/C Mark Stacy, AP. It is an acrylic award. This award is presented annually at 
the COW or an Awards Meeting by the Squadron Commander. Recipient is determined by a 
committee consisting of the ExCom. 

• Firecracker Awards 
This is awarded to those Members who go above and beyond to assist the Squadron. Presented by 
the Commander. 

 

29. Conch Band (a/k/a Cape Fear Foghorns) 
 

Part of the fun and camaraderie during a D/27 Rendezvous is the Conch Band competition, a tradition 
started by the Greensboro Sail and Power Squadron. The competition is based on making a melodic 
tone through the sawed-off end of a conch shell. An illustrious panel of judges is assembled, and the 
performances are usually choreographed, often with theme-based costumes. Awards are given for 
longest blow, most melodic, youngest blower, and best group among other accolades. The most 
relevant and significant award is “bragging rights” of being the best. (The Conch Band is currently on 
hiatus but could reform soon!)  
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30.  Cooperative Charting 
 

• The Cooperating Charting Committee falls under the Executive Officer. 

• Cooperative Charting reporting, and assignments for the Squadron, falls under the responsibility 
of the Chairperson for Cooperative Charting in the Executive Department. 

• Cooperative Charting is one of the many important civic services that Members of the Squadron 
perform. 

• Cooperative Charting Program of the United States Power Squadrons® is conducted in close 
cooperation with United States Army Corps of Engineers, the United States Coast Guard and 
NOAA's National Geodetic Survey Division (NGSD). The Program continues to be a major public 
service. The Cooperative Charting Committee maintains a Geodetic Program where members help 
to verify the accuracy of reference points established on the surface of the earth by local, state, and 
national agencies. Maintenance and preservation of these marks is of utmost importance to users 
of the net and to NGSD. Recognizing that many valuable geodetic marks are destroyed by 
construction, new roads, erosion, or for other causes, our job is to locate each of these marks and 
report their condition together with any change in the directions needed to locate them. There is 
competition among Squadrons and Districts based on the number of reports and reporters from 
each Squadron and District. Recognition of achievement for Cooperative Charting is given at 
District and National meetings. 

 

31.  Vessel Safety Examination 
 
Vessel Safety Examination (VSE) is a civic service courtesy examination of your vessel to verify the 
presence and condition of certain Safety Equipment required by State and Federal regulations. The 
Vessel Examiner is a trained specialist and a Member or the United States Power Squadrons®. The 
VSE will also make certain recommendations and discuss certain safety issues that will make you a 
safer boater. 

 

• The Vessel Safety Examination Committee falls under the Executive Officer. 

• The VSE Chair leads the VSE Committee composed of certified Vessel Safety Examiners 

• Vessel Safety Examiners must complete at least 5 vessels annually to maintain certification 

• The VSE Chair reports the number of examinations at least quarterly to the District VSE Chair. 

• The VSE Chair will hold VSE certification training as needed to interested Squadron Members. 

• The CFS&PS takes the issue of vessel safety as a primary way to display public service to boaters 
in our communities. 

• Some of the items verified during a Vessel Safety Check follow: Proper display of Registration 
Numbers, registration/documentation, personal flotation devices, life jackets, visual distress 
signals, fire extinguishers, ventilation, back-fire flame control, sound producing devices, navigation 
lights, state requirements, and overall vessel condition. 

 

32. Boat Shows 
 

Each year, companies that build and sell boats and related boating equipment put on one or more 
exhibits to display and sell their products to the public. These are wonderful opportunities to tell people 
about the squadron. We set up and staff a booth at the shows to distribute our literature, talk to boaters 
and prospective boaters about safety and education, and publicize our boating classes. 

 

33. Marine Observing Network (MAROB) 
 
Having accurate weather information is important for the safety of your vessel and the comfort of the 
crew. Through the MAROB program, United States Power Squadrons® has partnered with the National 
Weather Service to improve NWS data and thereby improve their computer models and forecasts. 
Currently there are six test districts (3, 8, 9, 16, 22 & 26) involved in the initial program. Let’s all support 
this worthwhile initiative. 
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34. America's Waterway Watch Program 
 
America’s coasts, rivers, bridges, tunnels, ports, ships, military bases and waterside industries may be 
the next terrorist targets. You can help by participating in America’s Waterway Watch. To report 
suspicious activity, call the National Response Center: 800-424-8802 or 877-24WATCH 

 

35. Operations Training (OT) & Leadership Development Programs (LDP) 
 

Hopefully this Membership Handbook clarifies how your Squadron is formed, but how does your 
Squadron really run? The Operations Training and Leadership Development Program committee will 
tell you everything you could ever want to know. In fact, when you're ready to take on some 
responsibility, such as serving as a Committee Chairman, an assistant to a Bridge Officer, or even as a 
Bridge Officer, it will be very helpful if you have had Leadership Development. LDP is an educational 
program about the operation of the Squadron but is not an Educational Department program. Since 
Leadership Development tells you everything about the administration of the United States Power 
Squadrons®, from top to bottom, it is an Administrative Officer Department activity.  
 
It has been the practice for the immediate past Commander to work with the Administrative Officer to 
schedule, lead and facilitate Operations Training and Leadership Development Program classes 
through a committee. You are encouraged to take this short program when it is offered. It is fun and 
interesting, and it will make your involvement in United States Power Squadrons® and our Squadron a 
lot more meaningful.  

 

36. United States Power Squadrons® (National) 
 

As you become more familiar with the activities and opportunities available in our Squadron and 
District, you will often hear people discussing "national" this and "national" that. It's important to realize 
that you, and I, and every United States Power Squadrons® Member everywhere, are "national." All the 
word really means is that the 60,000 United States Power Squadrons® Members and the 450± 
Squadrons, throughout the country, the Virgin Islands, and Tokyo work together to achieve our 
common goals. To do this, we elect a national body, called the Governing Board, and national officers. 
The officers' positions are essentially the same as those in our Squadron and district, i.e., Commander, 
Executive Officer, Educational Officer, Administrative Officer, Secretary, and Treasurer, but their titles 
are a little different. For example, our national commander has the title Chief Commander and the other 
five officers on the national Bridge are all Vice Commanders. Chairmen of the national committees, 
which also correspond to those we've discussed in our Squadron, have the title Rear Commander, and 
their assistant chairmen are called Staff Commanders. 

 

37. Certificate Numbers 
 

Each new Member is assigned a Certificate Number by United States Power Squadrons®. The number 
appears on a Member’s certificate as well as on the Membership Card issued to each. When enrolling 
in a course, the Member must have his certificate number available. 

 

38. Dues and Anniversary Billing 
 
The United States Power Squadrons® recently changed its billing procedures to allow for anniversary 
billing. Members who joined prior to the adoption of anniversary billing have an “anniversary date” of 
June 1st. Members joining after that date have an “anniversary date” that coincides with the month they 
joined the Squadron. Dues notices (renewals) are mailed or emailed from United States Power 
Squadrons® headquarters to every Member or household. The dues cover the ensuing 12 months and 
can be paid via the internet using a credit card (preferred), by mail using a credit card, or by mailing a 
check to United States Power Squadrons®. Instructions for internet use are included in the annual 
billing notice. 
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39. United States Power Squadrons® - A Tax-Exempt Organization 
 

• United States Power Squadrons® and its Districts and Squadrons have been granted tax-exempt 
status under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 because of its nationwide 
educational activities. The status is very important to the organization. Preservation of the 
exemption is the responsibility of all United States Power Squadrons® Members. 

• Squadron Member activity. One part of the IRS Code states that as an organization we must avoid 
attempting to influence legislation or intervene in a political campaign on behalf of a candidate for 
public office. As individuals, we may participate as much as we wish in trying to influence political 
or legislative matters. However, mentioning membership in United States Power Squadrons® or a 
District or a Squadron is NOT permitted and could cause revocation of our status. 

• Personal Deductions. Members who participate in the function of United States Power Squadrons® 

in an official capacity may deduct on their tax return certain expenses as charitable contributions. 
These expenses include transportation; parking fees and tolls, reasonable expenditures for meals, 
and lodging while away from home, uniforms, postage, telephone bills, supplies, dues and other 
miscellaneous cash expenses. 

• State sales tax refund for CFS&PS. State and County Sales Tax is refundable. The Squadron does 
not use a Tax ID number prior to purchase. All purchase receipts are collected by the Squadron 
Treasurer who determines eligibility on individual items and files the Sales Tax Refund documents 
with the State. 
 

Of course, the work done at the national level is also somewhat different. For example, in the National 
Educational Department, committees are responsible for developing, writing, and publishing our courses 
and programs. Course committees are also responsible for creating and grading examinations. 
 

Similarly, in the other national departments, the work done is not the same "front line" work we do in 
the Squadrons and Districts. Rather, Squadron Members working at the national level provide 
leadership, guidance, and structure. This helps us to ensure that all the important work we do to achieve 
our common goals is accomplished in a uniform and legal manner throughout United States Power 
Squadrons®. The main operating body of United States Power Squadrons® is the Governing Board, i.e., 
our national Board of Directors. The Governing Board (GB) elects our national Bridge Officers and other 
National Officers. The GB meets three times each year—spring, fall, and at the same time as the 
Members' Annual Meeting.  

 
Every Member is welcome at any of these meetings, and you will find reservation forms and a great 
deal of information about them in our national magazine, THE ENSIGN. The spring and fall GB meetings 
are held at different locations around the country, giving those who attend an opportunity to visit 
interesting places, and those who live near one of the meetings an opportunity to attend without having 
to travel far. 
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Again, welcome to the Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron 

Where there is a place for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 

LEARN improved boating skills 
 

ENGAGE with boating friends 
 

CONNECT with the boating community 
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